FOOD FORTHOUGHT
FOR THOUGHTFUL JEWS

Dina Aosell meets the brains behind an innovative intaractive presentation which addresses some of life's mest Irlh‘ith’ﬂlp!ﬂli :

SHLOMO Horwitz beging one of his
exciting dramatic presentations, across
comtinents and centuries, rather
than merely telling his audience the links
between traditicnal Jewish responses o a
tricky situation and ilstrating the affect
thar understanding the Torah approach
can have on all oor fives. The Crossroads

brings to andiences of young
peaple and adults ways of addressing and
resofving some of lifen knoitiest problerm
in a compelling and original way that fx
totally in line with Torah guidelines.

Rabbenn Bachya ben Asher of 13%
century Spain shares his insights atout
mian's responsibility for preparing for war
despite hits faith in Hachen, After that we
heear froem Raw Moshe Chayim Lureato of
1%* century Italy as he explains the resson
we must serionsly engage in human «fort
while maimtaining owur faith. Potiphar,
master of Joseph appears and shares
insights abont Toseph's ability 10 involve
the Al-ty in hie everyday affnirs. Then we
hear how on fans 8% 1981 § Fl16s from the
IAF ook off from the Etzion airbase amd
Aew 600 miles to- destioy Saddams nuclzar
reacior nenr Baghdad, the only time in
histoey a nuchear resctor was destroyed
‘We meet Yisroel Shafir, the seventh fighter
pilnt in the bombing formation, and
he tells this frightening tale of war ansd
Intrigue, frsthand,

“Even the secular generals thought it
was an knpossible mission™ Mr Horwitz,
whis learnt in Ner Yieroel in Baltimore
where he was 2 talmid and mosmach of
Rabbl Yaskov Weinberg ZT L, told the
JTewish Tribume that “the miracies that fook
place in Baghdad in 1981, only recenily
declassified by tha IDE, were possilily some
of the most visible miracles seen for a long
time” For this dermonstration in the schools
Mz Horwitz ases model planes, helping to
give !IHPE to Toceh principles the children
cady relate to. The performance: proves that
Toeah principles hive the same vahuable
application toddy as they did thowsands of
yenrs apo, casing the children to realise
that everything that happens is part of o
chain of events vrchestrated by Divine

purpose. Bringing this fundamental fact
home to s class-Rull of chikiren through
the power of drmatic performance has
immediate impact and lasting effect.

Bducation in Shloma  Horwitek view
doesnt mean  imposing  knmowledpe on
people; it means giving tangible form (o
an understunding thal i waiting to be
activated. When children prasp the root of
a problem for the very fimst Hme, it awakens
in them an appetite for knowledge. They
fiesl, they connect and they onderstand.
Is like a tight balb being turned on in
thelr heads, The same: principle holds oroe
for adults, in the kiray classes that Mr
Horwits teaches. Bringing the sitnatisn
to fife, throagh dramatic presentation,
often with the wse of volenteers from
the audicnce, can yield 1o participants a
deliciously empowering mommt - “How
1 reafise what if's all abotat!™

How does he achieve T With a basis

of extensive Torah and Jewish historical
Enpwledge and by meats of careful
thought nnd meticulous preparation of
each topic, appropriste and intelligible for
the group o which it is divected What
i you're o Jewish student on univerabty
campus, bombarded by a confusion of
contradiciory ideologiea? Some af them
can feel fike an assmsll on identity. How
will you know how to respond? How can
you draw upon your Jewish heritage to
empower you and fortify vour befiefs? The
profiferation and speed of modern meslia,
o mineheld of misinformation, |s also a
miapor threat po the well being of vainerable
young people,

The Croscroads programme eROOITEEes
its participants o arrive at the point where
the lanes of thinking snd feeling converge
by thee weell 1it freevay of understanding.
Mr. Horwity's fertile imagination produces
a chulch of fctlonal chaeacters, each one

making out his case. Apart from giving the
spdience a legitimate response to modern
conflicts, he i teaching Tewith history ag
it was seldom taught before, emphasizing
the continuity and relevance of Torah
thought ‘desn  the pensratlons. The
Crossrpads: presentations ase not: disscted
oty towards offering participants a fresh
insight into recurring life problems bt
they also trigger arpument aad discussion
People are encouraged 1o pose questions,
sometimes the kind of questions they b
never asked hefore. M Horwits addresses
the danger aurrounding the use of the
imernet, that vwerboten area whers 5o many
young people and adults can go astray.

O his  recent overwhelmingly
sccessf] visit to F_r:_g’..m-.T. Mr Horwitz
spoke fo participants at Husmonean boys
and girls sehools, Seed, Kesh
Fmimamuel - Collepe.  Esch  presentation
is elightly different, cociomised to the
level andd expeciations of the sslience,
Chilldren a5 well a5 advilte appreciate the
wiy philogphical concept van be given
life and meaning by the wie of drama ansd
thmdng _ﬂrlr.ing Al “'.-'r.-;_'s examines the
to which every one of s wankd
» lomow the answer. “Hashem, why
is there so mach suffering in this wodd?
Why do we have to go through with if?
Why don't Yiou fust pirt us in Qlom Habo?”
Bt if we didnt earn it it wonldnt have the
same meaning for s All these challenges
are really a fantastic gift from G-d oo teat
we may deserve anil appreciate  Diom
Habao
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